< 


Excerpts From 
LIS#ION TO il08CO# 


By JOSRPE DE. DAVIES, 
United States a@ubausador to *he Soviet Union from 1936 to 1938 


(The Blekisten Soupeny, Pailedelphic) 


| : 
Dicry ; e ° Woshingson-~Janucry he 193'» 


Formal dinner ahven in our honor by Ambesscdor wnd Medcme Scito ct the 
Japenese Bnbasccy. Seito is an alé friend cnd-golfing compchion at "Burning 
Tres." It woe'a vary pleasent yestur? on his pert to wnt to entertain for use 
I wos perplexed, however, for F vas going to Moscow, cnd Topen end Mossow were 
scarcely on speaking terns, Bo I desided to be entircly tindirlomatis cnd go to 
@cito frenkly vith the problen. No caw the point et onsa ‘a seid, “That's 
Simple. ‘Ye shell cuk my “cllocgus, tac Soviet Ambasscdom. end liademo Troyanovsky,! 
end my problem was solved with « sost plecarrt evening. Over th3a soffse inter- 
actional reletions vere furthered by 2 sugtestica of crzanizing ca internotioncl 
group of "Burning Tree" Golf Ciuds similrr to International Rotery. There wes no- 
question but whet Yeshin;ton's "Burning Tree* would hevo to be nwaber onee Party 
elmost broke up over ‘whether number to as to be Tokyo or MosooW. It wes roferrso 
to the Leczue of Neations!! 6 


PVENREL Ee 


Mose:m, N.vember 16,193) 


Tho Sovict Union has definitely determined, at least for the present, not 
to becoms involved in saetive militcry perticipetion, but it would aid Chinc to th. 
extont thet it could and still maintecin c correct diplomatic positicn ‘vis-p-vis 
Jcpone - 


\S5 O45 OE RCO 


AUSTRIAN EFFECT ON WAR PSYCHOLOGY , é 
. E Merch 17, 1938 
Excorpt from e Letter $5 Sonetor Millerd Tydings : 


Along 7ith the rest of Europe, this ‘country is extromoly wer conscious. iy 7 
Enormous shipmonts aro boing sont to the For Eeste Ths shipments includo war 
matoricls end foodstuffs. Thore arc many ind‘cetions of shortage hero in food 
thet did not obtain lest winter, in: spite of tho huge erop lest sumer. There 
ere indicetions thet this government is g>xing moro is dletionist then evor befores 
War is terribly .closc. 
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Excerpts From 


LIISSION TO MOSCOW 


te Hoar ‘7 By JOSEPH E. DAVIES 


(p. 254) LITVINOV FEARS .i "FASCIST PEACE® 


Litvinov soid he forosayv a Fasseist pooce imposed by Germany and Italy and 
that history would be likoly to be rapeated in that the prosent finds Italy 
making friends with Germany bocausa of fear, with the intention probably ef 
dgsorting hor when tho situation womingly bocomes expodiont, just as sho did 
during the Werld Wer. Itely, ho edded, is by no means sefoly anchored to the 
Hitler oxis. 


(p- 255) 

Roycrding th, Fer ctora cituition, he oiid thet Jenin his cporoximtaly a 
aillion u-n in China, includin; 300,000 in Menchukuo, ond that the Ghinese were 
putting up a remarkable fight and ceusing Japan much trouble. He indicated he did 
not anticipate any aggrossive action from Japan against the Soviet Union. 


oue 


Seugeeeegy 


Diary Moscow-Merch 26, 1938 
Ceumisser Litvinov and daughter comee He said that Stalin was arranging to 

sce mo before my doparture.e. This surprised me very much. He sees no one, except 

it be some visiting head of governmont from without the country. It is said that 

ho has never soon an ambassador formally. It would be interesting to moet hin 

I should like to size him up. 


veeeeecees 
Moscow, March 29, 1938 


Gtvboeee . 
Thore ia little ehenge in ths border situation, with only one miner ineidont 
roported. This may be duc in some measure to preoccupetion of the Jepanese militar, 
authoritios with the war in chine. In this connection, by fer the mst interosting © 
devolopmont rogording tho Fer Zestorn mletions during the recent past has been tha 
statomont, mado to me in the course of o conversation which took Place on March 23, 
last, by Me Litvinov, Soviet Coumisser for Foreign Affairs, in vhich he stated that 
any @ggression egainst the Soviet Union on the part of Japan is now out of the 
question, on account of the trouble which China is ceusing Japem by its (China's) 
unoxpectod military success. This, he stated, was shom by tha fect thet Japan now 
uae . anes mon under erms in Chine proper cnd another threo hundred thousand in 
churiaes 


¥UB. CLOG ES 
Mogcow, April 1, 1938 
JaPAN 
In the Far East, from whet Coumisser Litvinov tells me, this government 
believes thct Japen és having a herd time of it in China and that the Chinese are 
now putting up substantial resistances This governmont does not pmeeal its dcop 


sympathy for Chine, but is meticulously caroful to maintein peace with Japan, at 
least for tho prosent. 
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se 
Ka ke ote /& 7 By JOSEWI E. DuVIus 


WaR 4ND WAR PSYCHOLOGY 
(pp. 266-267) 


One fourth of the national revenues ware appropriated last year to war purposct 
This amounts to approximatcly twonty-fire ballicn rubles. At the current bootleg 
gold vi.luc of the rubls, thts ipproximasies two to two and one half billion dollars. 
Exponditures this year will probably be still srezater. There are indications of 
an clmost feverish preraretion o> var, Inmense stocks of. foods cnd. supplioa, 
including militery equipmen>,; t®axs, submerins cousurs, olrpicnss, trucks, and so 
forth, ere reported by trevelers as being sent to the Far Kast in an unending 
stream. There is a shortage of fabric hero in Moscow, which did not exist last 
yoar, end which is clleged to bo dus to war rogiiremonts. 

Thoso industriel organizavions which ure directly connected with war require- 
ments heave boen recently placed under direst arsy control and supervisione ’ 

It is variously estimated that the Far Ecstera irmy coasists of from 250,008 
to 500,000 mene It is alleged to bo complotely svlf-conteined with en edequate 
tworyeer supply of food end military requiremsntse Annually 1,200,000 :ouths are 
called to tho colors for training. There are constant rumors of roads end forti- 
ficetions boing secretly ond hurriedly built all slong the western frontisre The 
current strength of the army is reputed to be 1,200,000 men. 


BUSSE SVS 


TZ CLOSING OF FORSIGN CONSULATES 
(p. 268) ' 


The purposes of the Fascist governments of isolating the U.S.S.R. among the 
nations of the world and placing thom in quarantine, so to speak, Sesms to havo 
worked not only succossfully from without this country but also seoms to have been 
most offactive heree The Sovict Union in retaliation, or for reasons of its own, 
appsars to be perfactly willing to out-Herod Ilerod in this respecte And thoy have 
& faculty for hitting first end herd if they think they are in danger. 


Seees Vegee 
SOVIET -<ITITUDE TOWARD JAPJNZSE PROTESTS 
JOURNAL Moscow--april 4, 1938 


It is announced by the pross thet the Forcvign Commissar received a protest 
from the Japanese Jmbassador ezainst the military assistance which he asserted the 
govermmont mca giving to Chins. ; SAN 

M. Litvinev is reported to heve replied that their attitude in selling arms, 
otce, to China was in complete accordance vith the principles of international lew. 
Me denied that ther had sent any military d otcchments or individual military persons 
to thet country tS participate invar action. 


- 
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eg Hart (49-7 MISSION TO iiOSCOW 


By JOSEPH E. DWIZS 


COMLUNISiG NO WORLD DANGER 
Moscow, April 4, 1936 


Porsonclly, I do not think that tho world is in cny rool de:ger from 
communism for many years to como. Pr sig won't worke It hasn't worked here. 
Oco0eo 
“eee 


The ¥ronch Ambassador has said to me that tho Comintern (the agency for the inter- 
national révolution idea) is resorted to by Stalin, not because of desire, but 
purely es a military ond strategic nocessity. 


SOS UNLUR ES 
Diory Moscow--ipril 14, 1938 


Ire Ralph Blck., Yicc-Consul at Kobo, Jcucn, passing through 3a routo for 
home, came in for lunch. He is o keon, fine~appearing young men--a credit to the 
service. He is highly intelligent and well bolenced and careful in his expression 
of opinions or facts. : 

tg stated that in Japean there were indications of economic pressure, causcd 
by the war, making their appoarance, and that there wes much discussion and fecr 
of possible Russian air attacks on the "wood cnd paper® cities of Japane 


VEE SOOH SES 


RUSSL. 4ND J&PAN 
Journel Mos cow--June 4, 1938 


The following is my best judgment as to the situation hero with roference to 
Jepan: 

1. Soviet-Japanese rclations oro very difficult; constant difficulties were 
being experionced in the Islend of, Seghelien in connection with the operation of 
Japanese concessions; where, necessarily, reliance was placed in large pert upon 
Soviet employees; these difficulties, it is claimod by some, arise primcrily from 
the fect thet such Soviet employses, fearing charges of being Trotskyites and 
Japanese spies and vreckers, refused to have anything whatever to do with tha 
Japanese; that there vero also other matters of serious differonce. 

I heve tho impression that tho attitude of Russian diplomaey is definitely 
hardening toward Japan and moro aggrossive thon last summer. 

2. dccording to roliable information thore ero approximctely 450,000 to 
600,000 Soviet ermed troops in the enstern crea. It is stated, however, thet the 
Jcpanese beliove that for every Japanese soldier in Menchukuo the Soviets mzin- 
tained, in Mcnchuria, three Soviet soldiors. The Japenese armed forces in 
Monchuric ore estimated to be from 150,000 to 200,000 in number. This checks vith 
other information current here. 

Litvinov recently advised me thct the Japcnase were extensive buyers of 
Soviet rubles *outside®; thet this cccounted for tha rise in the price of thc 
"black" ruble, cnd thct in his opinion Japan wos procuring rubles for the purposes 
of bribary in the East. 
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By JOSEP gE. D.VIES 


(pe 352) 
Wi.T aR= THs POLITIC.L STRENGTYS OF THIS GOVERNILIANT : 


Tho Communist Perty cnd the Govarnment--The govornmont in fect consists of 
e vory oacll group of men, “ho control the Communist Perty» Tho government is no 
more then the cgcnt of tho Comunist Party, and tckes orders from ite Roalisti- 
selly, the govorninont is in fuct ono men--Stclin tho "strong" men, sho survived 
sig contest, complotoly disposed of cll competitors, cnd is completely dominonte 
Ye appears to bo th» type of "oasy boss," quict, solf-offacing, but novertheless 
the real powore The government is & dic storship not "of the proloteriat," as 
professed, but "over tho prolotcrict.* it is completely dominated by one mene 


SCOVLRSERS 


(p» 365~366) SUL 1ussRY 
ve 


The military strongth of the U.5.S.R. is improssivee In both quality cnd 
numbers the man power is sxtreordinerye Tho stending ormy of cpproximatoly 
1,500,900 men is divided into two solf-contained units, one in the West and ono 
in tha. Orient -- about 70% in the Yest and 30% in tho East. It is woll equipped 
with side crms cnd voll disciplined end treined to fcnaticcl devotion to Communisz. 
Its mechenizod units ere very & ode The cir-force porsonnel is excollent--their 
equipment good in pursuit planes, poor in bombing oquipmonte Numerically the cir 
force is probably the strongest of the grvat poworse In air equipment, gonorally 
spoaldaig, thoy probably crs two or three years behind the Wostorn nationsSe 

Tho government is supromely confidont that it could successfully resist 
siaultenoous attack by Japan end Gormenye ) 


Vil. 


Tho significcace to the United States is quite cloar. If Japan should go 
borsork by my chence, tho fact thet Russia is et her back door is of consequence 
to USe . : i 
Tho Soviot Union is more friendly to the United States then to any foreign 
yowore That is quite cloar. 

If the U.S.S.Rs should bo axcluded from the proposod Four~Pover Pact cnd | 
bocome isoleted (as it nor sooms to be c vavineud it will be), there is roason to 
beliove thet it may continue to live unto itself ond devolop indefinitely. It 
may dovelop into 4 vory potential throct to, world economic and political stability 

Communism holds no serious threat t the United States. Friondly relations 
in the future may be of groct gonsral viluse 

I havo ths honor to be, Sir, rospectfully yours, 


Josoph.%e. Davics 


| 
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dO Hire 47 MISSION To \uOSCOW 
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By Josoph &. Davies 
Diary Brussels-~September 16, 1939 


“ithin two wooks efter the decloration ef war by Britein end Franco on 
Gormony, tho Russicns end Jopenese havo agreed, according o the press reports, 
for en armisticc on-Far Eesternfront. Thus not only has Hitler closod his easter: 
door in Zuropo, but ho has solidified his position by composing the differences 
between Jepan and Russia in the For East. 

The Ribbentrop~Molotov agrooment wes o diplomatic victory for Germany thot 
wes for-rocaching in its effoct. . 


MMR I Ms a hee 


"TE RUSSUN BUR HAS TAKEN 4 '.NDSOME REVENGE FOR WUNICH." 
B ssels, October 12, 1939 


Stelin's whole plan since 1926 hes boon to develop an interne] economy thet « 
would be solf-sufficicnt cna crcate a socialistic communistic coumunity thet 
would be 4 model for the world; and he scid to me himself thet they figured that 
for‘ him ond his essociates to whieve thet wes ae man-sized job and as muck as thoy 
could do, without trying to run the whole world. 


Sone eeCeRs 
Journal Brussels--Novamber 28, 1939 


Throo months have now olapsed since "the state of war" was @clored by Rgland 

It has developed many surprises. Thay tere: 

The Germans made good on their prediction of demolishing Poland in throe ' 
weoks. Thct was surprising to some. 

4pperently the Moscow egreement envisezed a complete restoration of the 
geographical end political spheres of tsnrist Russia to the Soviets, and more, 
to wit: the uprooting and abandoning of the Boltic German civilization and life, 
aswoll as the restoration of Polish White Russia end Polish Ukreine to the 
U.S.S.R. es ao port of the dorl with Germanys The Soviets are willing to rigk 
olioncting wrld opinion cnd thet of many world Communists by attacking Finland to 
complete the naval outpost fortification of Leningrad against possible future 
etiack by on enemy, who cen only be conceived to be their present ally, Germanys 
Such an anachronism seemed impossible a fey months OZ0« 

Nor would the well informed have conceived it possibl2 six months ago that 
Germeny would pay so high a price to Russia in order to close her eastern door 
when attacking Polend. 

The implied threat to Mnglend end Frence contained in Ribbentrop's Moscow 
Stuteucnt that "consultations as to the necossary stops* to be taken jointly, 
unless the westorn nations stopped thoir war on Germany, had, apparently no real 
besis in ony ogreeaent with Molotov. The "necessary steps" were not takon, vor 
proved abortive. Instead of embarking on such action, Molotov declered the policy 
of the U.S.S.R. to be one of neutrolity. Thus Hitler closed his eastern door, but 
he peid a very high price. 

TT Ie tt 


(ps 420) RUSSLA=-FINLAND 


Undoubtedly the Finns havo set the Russians beck in a very heroic way. Tho 
probability of negotiated peace botweon Russia ond Finlce.d is, in my opinion, not 
now imminent. The Russian army is a god to the Comaunists. .imour=propre and. 
perhaps even soelf-proservetion itsolf would roquire the ostablishod authorities to 
throw all of their might and numbers into the fight to re-establish lost army 4 
prestige. Finlend cen't stcnd out agcinst such o machine. d4fter that, poace wv . 1 
come on Sovict terms. 


ae oe 
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